


The documentary was not made. “I
don’t know if we were right as
filmmakers to back away from it,”
Schuyler says. “It would have been an
interesting challenge to have made it.”

Instead their research went into a
fiction: a TV movie the partners hope
will be the kickoff of a weekly series. It
has 10 characters in their 20s, “an -~
amalegam of people we had met,” some
working, some still in school, but all of
them living in the same grungy
apartment building. Gt

And it’s got a different cast than
Degrassi, except for Stacie Mistysyn.
Others include Gordon Woolvet and
Billy Merasty and playing parents,

Kate Lynch, Barry Flatman and
Reiner Schwarz, whose character lived
in the building in the ’60s and now
wants to buy it.

Degrassi, says Schuyler, was “a |
great ride for all of us.”

Its three series sold around the
world. “Fan mail, even by fax, comes in
currently from A a and Israel.

“Telefilm Canada told us the other
day that we’re the second highest
revenue producing company on the
English-language side. Sullivan Films
with Road To Avonlea and Anne Of
Green Gables is the highest.”

Degrassi kids share in part of the
windfall. _

Schuyler and Hood six years ago
formed Playing With Time Foundation,
into which they put a percentage of the
series’ low budgets. That resulted in
scholarships that now help former
Degrassi actors for further education,
apprenticeship programs or therapy.
“You don’t work with 60 kids and not
have problems with some of them,” she
notes.

Because of Degrassi, CBS-TV chief
Jeff Sagansky wants to know about
and maybe be a partner in their next
projects and Playing With Time is
represented in the U.S. by Hol':“~vood’s
powerful Creative Artists Ay ency.

Despite all the attention and success,
Playing With Time remains tiny, a ,
permanent staff of three in small
premises. “We don’t want to grow; we
just to do one show at a time,” says
Schuyler.
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